
RECOMMENDED CHANGES — SCHOOL YEAR 2016–2017
• Junior Kindergarten (JK) and Senior Kindergarten (SK) classroom instruction to consist of 50% 

English and 50% French education.

• The introduction of 60 minutes of daily English (as a subject) in Grade 1 Early French Immersion.

• Mathematics to be taught in English from Grades 1 through 12 in all OCDSB schools.

 
BACKGROUND
At the elementary level, the OCDSB offers 3 types of FSL programs: English with Core French, Early 
French Immersion (EFI), and Middle French Immersion (MFI). 

The principal aim of the Core French Program is to develop basic communication skills in French and gain 
an appreciation of French culture in Canada and in other parts of the world. The program allows more 
time to concentrate on English language skills while developing a basic level of proficiency in the French 
language. The program is mandatory for all elementary students not enrolled in French Immersion.

French Immersion, an optional program, is a type of bilingual education in which students receive 
instruction in French for a significant portion of the school day. It is designed specifically for students 
whose mother tongue is not French. It enables them to become functionally bilingual through a 
maximum exposure to French. In all French Immersion programs students study the same curriculum 
content as their peers in the English Program.

Currently, there are two ways of entering French Immersion. Parents can decide to enter Early French 
Immersion, which begins in Senior Kindergarten, at the end of Junior Kindergarten or parents can enter 
their child in Middle French Immersion in Grade 4.

JUNIOR AND SENIOR KINDERGARTEN FRENCH INSTRUCTION
The OCDSB is proposing changes to the kindergarten program that will enhance learning opportunities, 
provide equity of access and opportunity and support both the English with Core French and French 
Immersion programs.

The proposed changes will see an increase of French instruction in Junior Kindergarten (JK) from 20 
minutes to 150 minutes a day.

This means children will be taught 50% in English and 50% in French in both JK and SK.

This proposed model ensures that all students experience a rich foundation in both official languages 
in JK and SK preparing them to continue in either program and will assist families by providing more 
information for making this important decision. 



EARLY FRENCH IMMERSION PROGRAM CHANGES (GRADES 1–3)
For those parents who choose the Early French Immersion (EFI) pathway for their child, the OCDSB is 
also proposing:

• the introduction of 60 minutes of English language instruction in Grade 
1 EFI, and;

• that mathematics in Primary EFI (Grades 1-3) shift from French to 
English instruction. 

BENEFITS
What benefits will you see? These changes will:

• Increase French Instruction in Junior Kindergarten (JK) for all students by 130 minutes per day 
providing all students with a strong foundation in both official languages;

• Provide richer information for parents when making program decisions;

• Increase number of minutes of English as a subject in grade 1 French Immersion from 0 minutes a 
day to 60 minutes a day, improving opportunities for early identification of reading challenges;

• Provide consistency in language of instruction for mathematics from grades 1-12, while improving 
opportunities for early identification of learning challenges in mathematics and;

• Address class size discrepancies between English and Early French Immersion Programs in 
Kindergarten.

• Provide equity of access for all students. 

YOUR OPINION MATTERS
Prior to making these changes we want to hear from you. Your feedback is essential to ensure these 
changes meet the needs of our parents and students. Feedback may be provided at one of the 
scheduled public meetings or by email to chat@ocdsb.ca or by completing our survey which can be 
found on our website at:  https://goo.gl/2lhfbM.

PUBLIC CONSULTATION MEETINGS:
October 3, 2015 at 1:00 p.m. — Sir Guy Carleton - 55 Centrepointe Drive, Nepean

October 8, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. — W.O. Mitchell E.S. – 80 Steeple Chase Drive,  Kanata

October 22, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. — Fallingbrook Community E.S. – 679 Deancourt Crescent, Orleans

For more information on the French Program and proposed changes to French Instruction, please visit 
our website at www.ocdsb.ca.

Note: With the 
proposed changes to 
the number of hours 
of French Instruction in 
Early French Immersion, 
the OCDSB Program 
still continues to exceed 
Ministry requirements 
by 1,464 hours. 
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